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for any provision of this kind, because
suceh Bill must originate in this House.

MR. R. F. SHOLL moved that the
Message fromt the Legislative Council be
taken into consideration at the next sit-
ting of this House. He said it would be
only courteous to consider any Message
from the other House.

TnE SPEAKER said he was of opinion
that a reply to the Message should be
sent to the Lecoislative Council.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said that, perhaps, on thle next day the
lion, member in charge of the Message
igh-t make other an-angenients, and the

matter could stand over for the present.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 11 -36 o'clock

Thursday, 2006 September, 18.94.

Boyanup-Busselton Rlailway: contract date for conuple.
tio-_ucoertunent Service- el)oymcnt in -Hos.
pitlte Bill: fint reuding-Constitution Act Amend.
ment Bill: third reading-Adjournment.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-

ton) took, the chair at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

BOYANUP-BUSSELTON RAILWAY-CON-
TRACT DATE FOR COMPLETION OF.

THE HoN. J. 0. 0. FOULKES asked
the Colonial Secretary: What is the date
fixed in the contract for the completion
of the Boyanup-Busselton Railway ?

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): December 22nd, 1894.

GOVERNMENT SERVICE-EMPLOY-
MENT rN.

THE RON. 3. C. G. FOULJKES moved,
"That all vacanciecs for employment in the
" Government service should be advertised
" in the Government Grazette." He said: As
hion. members know, a. great deal of
interest is taken in the colony as to
the position of Civil servants. The
Government emplloy a great numiber of
them, and the motion I have tabled
deals with the question of their appoint-
mernt. I am aware that a Civil Service
Commission is sitting, aind I asked a
question as to when we are likely to bare
a report, lbut the reply I got was so
vague that I am led. to think the time
will be very long before we get it. I,
therefore, thought there was no necessity
to wait. Another thing is that, perhaps,
unless their altention is called to the
matter, the Commission wilt not deal
with it. At present, if any person wants
employment in the Government service,
he applies to the Minister or person
in charge of the depairtment. He
gives his name, which is entered in a
book called the Application Book, and I
believe that in every department a great
number of names are to be found in the
books. Some of these nanies have been
down for two or three years. The system
may do very well for those who reside
in Perth or Freinantle, and who are able
to wonry the Minister from time to time;
but it is very hard upon those who reside
in the country, and who have not the
same advantages as those who reside in
the towns. I wats anxious to obtain
employment for a young fellow a short
time ago, but I was told that there was
no vacancy: that was in the Works
Department. They said they had dozens
of names down, and that it would be
useless to wait. Very soon afterwards
I heard that a boy who had been getting
eight Shillings a week was given anl
.appointment at £80 a year. I made
inquiries, and found that he had a father
aiid two or three brothers in the service,
so that I easily accounted for the appoint-
nenut. This system, of course, works
considerable injustice on those who do
not reside in Perth. and who do not
know when vacancies occur. In this
colony young men are at great dis-
adlvantages. It is not possible for thenm
to enter the medical profession here, and
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uinless a boy's parents can afford the
expense of xenclin&i him awna' to leani
a professioni, he must do something else.
Again, a boy cannot enter the clerical
profession.

HON. MEMBERS: It does not pay.
Tnn Hot;. 3.0.0. FOULKES-. Iknow

it does not, but I am surprised that my
hon. friend does not look at the matte'r
fromt a. higher standpoint. They mnay
certainly enter the legal profession, but I
inay tell the House that it is the most
poorly paid profession of all. There arc,
owing to these disadvantages, more candi-
dates for employment in the Government
service here than elsewhere. If any
mnotion is agreed to, and every vacancy is
advertised, in the Governmnent Garzette,
everyone will have~ this same chance, and
the system would not only he of advan-
tage to the applicant, but also to the
Minister who has to appoint. Under the
existing systemn the Minister 'nay have
the applicant's name before him, but hie
forzgets the qualifications of particular
individuals. I know that there is astrong
fueling that there has been. some amount
of favouritisin, but I need not deal with
thamt part. of the Subject. Some may
say that there would be just as much
favouritismn even if the vacancies were
advertised, but I do not think so. For
instance, if a mian applied from York and
a man was appointed from Perth who
was not so good a man, someone would
soon inquire on what groiuds the choice
was made. My system would also make
the heads of departments more careful.
At present appointments are made in the
most haphazard way, and to remedy it I
bring forward this proposition. I am
going to ask country members to support
me, although I do not think it is much
tgood for me to ask the mentors for Perth
to do likewise, because Probably they will
like to keep the news in Perth so that
they may have the first chance of securing
the appointments.

THE flou. F. T. CROWDER seconded
the motion.

THiE How. E. G. HENTY:- I think the
Hon. Mr. Foulkes has made a powerfuli
speech on a part 'icularly smiall matter.
The fact of the vacancies being adver-
tised will, I think, affect but a few. I
take the Gazette, but, like many others, I
do not take much notice of its contents.
flowerer, the hon. member has given us

a chance of dealing with a principle
which in time wvill involve competitive
examtination for these appointments, and
I shall therefore support him.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ho n.
S. H. Parker) : There is, at the present
time, a Commission sitting, which is
considering the Organ isation of the Ser-
vice, atid I trust that their labours will
enable us to put Civil servants on a better
footing than they are on now. I hope
this Cvnmmiission will recommend that
appointments shall be by conmpetitire
examination, and that they will recom-
mend that a Bill he introduced for re-
gulating the Service and promotions in it.
As the Commission has not yet reported,
I think hon. members will agree that this
motion is somewhat premature. If we
look at the ternis of the motion, we will
see that it says that all vacancies shall be
advertised. Now, in the majority of in-
stances, vacancies are filled by the promo-
lion of the next junior. If a second clerk,
sa y, leaves the Treasury, the next clerk, al-
most as at matter of course, takes his place.
I hardly remember an instance of where
the next clerk has been passed over, and
an officer from outside or one lower down
in the Service has been placed over his
head. It is obvious, then, that in these
cases there is no need to advertise.

THE HoN. D. K. CononON:- A vacancy
would still be left.
Tnr COLONIALJ SECRETARY (Hon.

S. H. Parker) : Certainly, but one at the
bottomn of the list-tme £60 a. year
gentleman. The fact of the hon. gentle-
man only being able to name one case
showrs-

THE: Hon. J. C. 0. TFOULKES: I can
mention lots of others. The fewer cases
you ask me to quote the better.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. Hf. Parker): The hion. member is a
lawyer, and we know that lawyers gener-
ally quote their strongest case first. The
lion. memiber quotes a case of where his
friend did not get an appointment worth
£C60 ayear. He does not tell us whether
his friend was more worthy or a better
man than the one who was appointed.

THE HFo,,. J. C. G-. FOULKES: I Only
used that as an example. I was told that
there was no vacancy, and immediately
after an appointment was made.

T HE COLONIAL SE CRETARY (Jlon.
S. H. Parker):- Then I congratulate my
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lion, friend's friend that lie escaped
getting the appointment, for I have not
the slightest doubt that if he devotes his
energies to something else it will bring him
a fortune at a much earlier date than if lie
were in the pulihc service. It would be
better if young men struck out in lines for
themselves, and did not enter the public
service so readily as they do. A fter being
for years-I will not say years of hard
work-in the public service, they can only
look forward to a small competency. Even
if they became carpenters, or unchanics,
or gold miners, it strikes me they would
have better chances than by taking small
clerkships in the public offics. There
are, very few prizes in the Service, and
probalbly only one muau a hundred suic-
ceeds in obtaining one. Again, if there
were any difficult y in obtaining clerks it
might be well to advertise, but when we
have hundreds applying why need we do
so? I do not, however, remember any
application for the Vasse, and I take it
that the reason is that the inhabitants of
that town are possessed of so much coin-
mon sense that they wish to keep out of
the public service. The endeavour of the
Government has been, as far as possible,
to give the residents of this colony and
the sons of the old settlers the first chances
in the service if they desire it, and as far
as I am concerned in myv department, I
defy any bion. member to point out any
instance of favouritism.

THE HoN. J. C. G. FOULES: What
about the appointment of a librarian to
the Victoria Library ?

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): I regret exceedingly that
the hon. member is not aware that that ap-
pointment rests solely with the trustees of
the Library, and not with the G overnmnent.
I ami glad to see the second strongest case
of the bon. member fall to the ground.
I can only again assure hon. memnbcrs
that when a vacancy occurs, the sons of
old settlers will be considered first, all
other tihings being equal, and that our
only desire is to obtain the best men we
can for the positions.

THE HONi. D. K. CONGDON: I shall
not vote for the motion, because to niy
mind it is altogether impracticable to
carry out.

THE HON. J. 0. G. FOULKES: Is the
hon. member in order, hie being a member
of the Civil Service Commission ?

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) : Perfectly in order.

THE HON. D. K. CONGDON: I say
it is impracticable. Take the Railway
Department. Surely' it could not be ex-
pected that they could wait for men at a
time of a rush, Until the vacancies were
advertised? I think the hon. member
wishes to go out of the wvay, and use very
powerful machinery to accomplish a, small
object.

TuE Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: I am
inclined to favour this motion on account
of the favoured way, in which appoint-
mnents are made, and I think it would do
good if publicity were given to all vacan-
cies. There is a general idea that kissing
on by favour, and if the vacancies were

advertised people would consider that
their applications received proper coni-
sideration.

THE HON. H. McKERNAN: I rise to
support the motion, because there seems
to be a feeling that appointments are not
made in a way that is fair to all who
aEJpire to positions in the public ser-vice.
If the result of the motion leads to
appointments being made after competi-
tive examination it will do still more good.

THE HON. T. H. MARSHALL: I
sll Support the motion, although I do
not think it goes far enough. The lion.
member should have said that the
vacancies should hie advertised in the
daily papers. The Goverrnment Gazette
is hardly ever read, even by those to
whom it is sent free.

THE HoN. E. MeLARTY: I think the
motion is impracticable to carry out.
Suppose a vacancy occurred and 100
applications came in, in what better
position would the Minister be in to
judge of the merits of the candidatesF
Still, there is an impression abroad that
men are placed in positions who have no
claims on the colony, although I ale glad

Ito hear the hon. the Colonial Secretary
say that preference is given to the sons
of old settlers. I ain sorry I cannot
support the motion.

THE HON. J. 0. G. FOULKES: I
should like to deal with a few of the
arguments against the motion. It sounds
all very well for the Ministry to say that
they do their best, and that they never
do anything wrong, but when we come
to the actual practice it is a different
matter altogether. The practice is if a
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young fellow comes here with a good
suit of clothes aud a glass in his eye lhe
is found an appointment, perhaps to the
detriment of the young manl from York
or Beverley who has also applied. The
Hon. the Colonial Secretary says I only
mentioned one ease; but i did not wish
to refer to individual cases. I know of a
young fellow who was given an. aplpoint-
merit in the Crown Lands Department at
£300 a year after lie had been here but
a short time, and no one k-new of the
vacancy.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. S.
H. Parker); What was his name?

THE HiON. J1. C. G. FOULKES: T will
not state it; T will write it down.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. S. H.
Parker) : The position is vacant 110w,
and there are no applications for it.

THE HON. J. C. G. FOULKES: No
one knows it is vacant. The Hou. the
Colonial Secretary says he makes it a rule
to give the preference to the sons of old
settlers, but hlow are we to know that?
This motion will prove whether such is
the case. The Hon. Mr. McLurty says
the motion is impracticable and is no
p~rotection ag.ainist favouiritismi. I believe
it will be. Another argument was that
the motion, was premature, but I antici-
pated this somne days ago by askingwihen
we should get the report of the Civil
Service Commission, and I received a
vague reply, and we do nottknow whether
this Commission will recommend publicity
in these matters. I can assure the Hon.
the Colonial Secretary that there is a
great deal of dissatisfaction with regard
to the Government appointments, and I
believe this motion, if carried, will remredy
it.

The House divided.
Ayes ... ... ... 7

Noes ... ... 5.

Majority for ... 2
Ayes. i Nose.The Hon. F. T. Crow-der The Hon. 1). K. Congdon,

The Ho's. C. E. ])oinpster 'rTe Iron. S. J. Haynes
The Iron. Ernest enty 'rie H.n. E. Mclnrty
The Hon.'r I. f. Mashall The non. u. J. Sanders
The Hou. HI. McKonmn The Hon. S. H. Patrker
Tme lHon. E. Robinson (Tellcr).
The Ho.. J. 0. 04. Foulkes

(Telle).

HOSPITALS BILL.
This Bill was introduced and was read

it first tinle.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENTI
ILL.

THIRD READING.

This Bill was read ai third time, and
posseri.

ADJOURNMEN7.

The House, at 5-20 o'clock pin., ad-
jourued until Wednesday, 26th Septem-
ber, at 4-30 o'clock pl).

et I egi a ± i bC ,A.S 5t IllbIll,
Thursday, 20t)h Septemnber, 1891.

Carriage of Expoi&Aos ley Northern Constisig iiait.-

E umpl0oet infthe Public Serviceof. CatinT'.Wi.
Smth lat Inspector of Pearl Shellniheis

Settlement Area witliln Coolgardie Towusite.
na Water suipply for Oo!fod-Jrv 3 illr
second reading-Brends Bill: second readng-
tuineipl istitutions Bill: M.econite-ILoan
Bill (±1l50,000): further considered in coiminitte
-Adjounineit.

THE SPEAKER took tile chair at 4-30
p.m1.

PRAYERS.

CARRIAGE OF EXPLOSIVES BY
NORTHERN COASTING BOATS.

MR. CONNOR, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whether it was
the intention of the Government to forbid
any explosives being carried on coastal
boats to the North?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied tilat the Government had not the
power to forbid this being done, but that
the regulations were so stringent that
ships would probably not do so as a rule.

EMFPLOYMJENT BY THE GOVERNMENT
OFT'IE LATE INSPECTOR OF PEARL-
SHELL FISHERIES.

AtR U F. SHOLL (for MR. KCEEP), in
accordance with notice, asked the Premier
whether Captain T. W. Smith, late
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